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THE PROBLEM WITH  
COMMERCIAL EVALUATION 
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Type of Occupancy  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.covingtontravel.com/2013/09/nashville-is-more-than-just-country-music/&ei=YN4JVZmzOMGWgwSRtYKIAw&psig=AFQjCNHWorgGy4VIeRV2ls_2DuSPhA5HrA&ust=1426796477824978
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tennessee_State_Capitol&ei=qd0JVfLXCpP5ggTwtYCoBg&psig=AFQjCNGN7fTHwdkjm1XJYUCUBpCizxKxhQ&ust=1426796248211366


4 

Size of Building 
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Complexity of HVAC 
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Compliance Options 

Prescriptive Performance  Trade-off 
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More Variables… 

Design 

Considerations 

Climate 

Zone 

Source: DOE 
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Even more Variables… 

 

Others… 

• Submittal requirements differ  

• Plan review 

• Inspection 
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NORTHWEST  
STUDY 
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Northwest Study Goals 

1. Identify major gaps in implementation and 

enforcement 

2. Inform program development and 

enforcement efforts 

3. Provide feedback on the efficacy of 

industry efforts and  

4. Provide a better approach to estimating 

compliance and demonstrating value.  
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Compliance vs. Evaluation 

A component or subset 

of evaluation. Difficult 

to define.   

A mix of measures that 

must be met for each 

building. 

Not an indicator of 

energy savings.  

 

Energy use and savings or 

impact. 

Includes enforcement, 

education, compliance, 

etc. 

Lets us know if market is 

transformed.  

Compliance Evaluation 
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Expected Outcomes 

 1. A characterization of building 

factors 

 

2. A methodology for commercial 

energy code evaluations   
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Our Protocols 
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Address EUI  

(Energy Use)  

1 

Existing Buildings 

2 
Jurisdiction 

Interviews 

Plan 

Reviews 
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Deeper 

Audits 
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Modelling 6 

Testing a  

METHODOLOGY 
 

4 Field Audits 

Review and 

revise as needed 
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Filling the 

Energy 

Efficiency 

Pipeline 

Accelerating 

Market 

Adoption 

Delivering 

Regional 

Advantage 

Thank You! 

 
Ken Baker 

kbaker@neea.org  
503-688-5437 

 

Questions? 
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